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Cost-Cutting Ideas
1. Consider attending a community college.

Consider the 2 + 2 plan if your goal is a Bachelor’s degree. Savings are considerable. Consider, too,  that you might not need to have a four-year degree. Technical/professional degrees are in demand!!
2. Consider attending a college in-state rather than out-of-state.

Travel can add considerable costs. Plus, some state financial aid will not “travel” with you. 
On the other hand, see #4.
3. Consider commuting to a four-year college rather than living away from home.

Drive, take the Sounder or the bus, or hitch a ride with a friend to any one of more than 10 four-year colleges within driving distance of the Auburn/Kent area.

4. Know the ‘real’ costs of college and DO YOUR HOMEWORK before applying.

Although it is usually true that costs are less for in-state public colleges, there are colleges and circumstances that will prove this wrong. Research the colleges that interest you. If you are eligible for financial aid and have great credentials (grades and activities), you may just find that you can throw that theory right out the window!

5. Live off-campus with loads of roommates beginning your sophomore year.
Most colleges require freshmen to reside in college housing for good reason; you become oriented to campus, you have people to help you adjust, and you don’t need to worry about where your next meal is coming from. But, in most cases, you will find it MUCH more affordable to live off campus with lots of roommates and with the opportunity to do your own cooking.

6. Be creative when buying/borrowing your textbooks.
Ask around…. Upper classmen will tell you that there are many ways to avoid paying high textbook prices.

7. Earn college credit while in high school.
Take AP classes, register for Tech Prep credits whenever possible, and consider Running Start. 
Done wisely, all of these can help defray college costs.
8. Negotiate your financial aid package.
Financial Aid Officers at the colleges are there to help you. If the financial aid package you are offered does not allow you to attend or if there is additional information the college needs that couldn’t be entered on the FAFSA, make an appointment or call them.
9. Finish your four year degree in four years!
Do you know that less than half of those students that enter a four year college FINISH in four years? Be diligent about using your advisors, use all of your resources to pick a major and then stick with it, and obviously work hard to pass all of your classes! An extra year or even an extra semester is very costly.
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GET A JOB!

 
               College students are often surprised at all the “free time” they have. Most students 
  
               can manage a part-time job and college classes if they keep themselves well   
  
               organized and they still have time for fun!
